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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 

 

 

New Evidence and Book Shines Light On 100-Year-Old, Prohibition-

Era Cold Case in San Diego 
Local Author Pieces Together 1923 Murder of Jazz Age Dancer 

 
 

MYSTERY AT THE BLUE SEA COTTAGE: A True Story of Murder in 

San Diego's Jazz Age by James Stewart will be published on Tuesday, 

October 5, 2021, by WildBlue Press in ebook and trade paperback formats, 

with an audiobook in the works. 

 

Set in Jazz Age San Diego against the backdrop of yellow journalism, 

notorious Hollywood scandals, Prohibition corruption and a lively culture 

war, Mystery At The Blue Sea Cottage tells the intriguing true crime story 

of a beautiful dancer, a playboy actor, and a debonair doctor.  

 

In January 1923, 20-year-old Fritzie Mann left home for a remote cottage by 

the sea to meet a man whose identity she had revealed to no one. The next 

morning, the barely clad body of the beautiful and bewitching dancer 

washed up on lonely Torrey Pines beach, her party dress and possessions 

strewn about on the sand. 

 

The scene baffled investigators. Was it suicide, murder, or an accidental 

drowning? A botched autopsy created more questions than it answered. 

However, the investigation revealed a scandalous secret and, possibly, a powerful motive for murder.  

 

After a suspect was arrested and charged with murder, an ambitious district attorney battled a high-profile L.A. 

private counsel in the most sensational trial in San Diego’s history that was followed avidly across the nation. 

The big question: What really happened at the Blue Sea Cottage? 

 

 

James A. Stewart was born in Baton Rouge, LA, and grew up in a small town sixteen miles to the north called 

Zachary. After graduating from Louisiana State University with a BS in Industrial Technology, he spent twenty-

five years on active duty with the U.S. Navy, including a tour as commanding officer of USS MOUNT 

VERNON (LSD-39). He also holds a BA in English from National University and an MFA in Creative Writing 

from UC Riverside. He lives with his family in San Diego, CA. Mystery at the Blue Sea Cottage is his first 

book. 

 

 

 

https://wildbluepress.com/


 

2/2 

WildBlue Press P.O. Box 102440, Denver, Colorado 80250 https://wildbluepress.com  

 

WildBlue Press is an independent publisher of true crime, thrillers, mysteries, sci-fi/fantasy, business and 

history books, in print, digital, and audiobook formats. Our authors include New York Times bestsellers, as well 

as winners of the Pulitzer Prize, Edgar, and numerous other writing awards. 

 

 

MYSTERY AT THE BLUE SEA COTTAGE: A True Story of Murder in San Diego's Jazz Age releases 

October 5, 2021, from WildBlue Press. To request a marketing copy or arrange an interview with the author, 

please contact WildBlue Press at promos@wildbluepress.com.  

 

BOOK DETAILS 

 

978-1-952225-78-9 Trade Paperback ISBN  

978-1-952225-77-2 eBook ISBN    

Publisher: WildBlue Press     

Publish Date: October 5, 2021 

    

 
 

Standard price discounts available through Ingram. If you wish to order quantities of 29 

or more with discounts starting at 40% off Ingram retail price, you may contact us 

directly at promos@wildbluepress.com.  
 

 

Contact: 

Michael Cordova 

michael@wildbluepress.com  

(303) 744-2178 
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